
South Dublin on Ice
I was honoured to be part of a special South 
Dublin County Council Initiative that offered 
families of children with special needs a free 
session at “South Dublin on Ice”. With the 
support of the South Dublin Local Enterprise 
Office and South Dublin County Council Sports 
Officers, we donned our ice skates to take 
children with special needs on the ice rink for 
this free special session. A huge thank you to 
Celtic Clovers Ice Hockey Club and my Fine Gael 
colleagues for helping to make the day so special.

Clonburris Update 
The Clonburris Strategic Development Zone is now being developed into a housing scheme 
that will deliver over 7,500 new homes between Clondalkin and Lucan over a 20 year period. 
Draft plans went on public display in 2017 and 606 submissions were received by members 
of the public who raised over 1,100 issues within the plan. 20% of the points made were 
in relation to transport, traffic and movement and a further 20% were in relation to the 
development itself. With the support of my FG colleagues including Cllr. Emer Higgins and 
William Lavelle, I tabled over 35 motions seeking amendments to the plan that increase 
transport infrastructure requirements and ensure homes in areas like Foxborough, where 
new developments will border established communities, won’t be overlooked by three or 
four storey developments. We also put through a requirement for public consultation and 
Councillors approval before any cul de sacs into areas including Oldbridge are opened up. 
The next draft of the plan is already at public consultation phase and we’ll have another 
opportunity to shape it further.  

Supporting Local Businesses 
I’m a big believer in supporting local businesses and I’m 
very pleased that the Council has launched a new grant 
to support local businesses to create their perfect shop-
front. The scheme is intended to improve the appearance 
of independently owned shops fronting public streets. 
Grants available are up to a maximum of €8,500 are 
available (50% of the overall cost of works). Example 
grant with overall approved costs of €1,200: SDCC pay 
€600 - you pay €600.  Grants are available for something 
as simple as painting your shop, replacing signage or 
even replacing your entire shopfront, certain T&C’s may 
apply. Applications will be accepted from Wednesday 31st 
January to Friday 30th March 2018.

Barrretstown Beauty @ Kenny’s 
I hosted a special beauty event in Kenny’s recently as a 
fundraiser for Barretstown. I was delighted Frances Fitzgerald 
T.D. and Lucan’s own world-champion canoeist, Jenny Egan, 
were able to join me for a fantastic event in aid of a fantastic 
charity. 

Your Fine Gael Team for the 
General Election 
My colleagues Frances Fitzgerald T.D. and Councillor 
Emer Higgins have been selected by Fine Gael to 
run for Dáil Eireann. I work really closely with both 
Frances and Emer so I can confidently say they are 
two extremely hard-working advocates for our 
community. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to wish them both 
the best of luck with at the General Election, 
whenever it may be and look forward to supporting 
them both. The Local Elections which I intend 
running in again, look likely to be scheduled for May 
2019. 

Cllr. VICKI

CASSERLY

Working in your area with Frances Fitzgerald TD, Cllr William Lavelle, and Brian Hayes MEP
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CLONBURRIS UPDATE

CLONBURRIS – HAvE YOUR SAY DEADLINE fOR SUBmISSIONS NOv 3RD 
The Draft Plan for the Clonburris Strategic Development Zone has been published. 
You can view the plan online at www.clonburris.ie or in County Hall, Tallaght, the Clondalkin Civic Offices and Clondalkin 
and Lucan libraries.
We want your views to be heard, so we are encouraging you to make submissions outlining your ideas, suggestions for 
improvements or your concerns. You can do so through the online submission portal or by post (address below) before 
midnight on 3rd November. 
Postal submission can be sent to Senior Executive Officer, Forward Planning Section, Land Use Planning and Transportation 
Department, South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24. If you have an email address include it in your 
postal submission. Online submissions can be made through www.clonburris.ie

WHAT IS CLONBURRIS? 
It’s a vision for a new community between Clondalkin and Lucan. The plan proposes to build 8,437 homes on 280 
hectars of land bringing about 21,000 people into the community over a 20 year period. 10% of the homes will be social 
housing.
Back in 2008 An Bord Pleanala approved this land as a Strategic Development Zone in line with the Government’s 
designation to make it a Major Urban Housing Development Site. 
In 2016 the Council asked you to share your vision for how to develop the lands. The professional planners used the 
feedback outlined in 140 submissions to help shape this first draft plan.
The plan includes three new primary and three new second level schools, enhancement of the canal and inclusion of 
green spaces, retail outlets and corner shops. Community and employment supports will also be provided through 
centres. 

WHERE IS CLONBURRIS?
Clonburris is between Clondalkin, Lucan and Liffey Valley. Here is a map of the lands:

WHAT’S A STRATEGIC DEvELOPmENT ZONE?
Strategic Development Zones (SDZ) are a plan led approach and a fast track planning procedure for development 
and supporting infrastructure and facilities. They are considered to be of economic and social importance to the state 
and are usually located on major public transport corridors. Once lands are designated as an SDZ, a Planning Scheme 
consisting of a written statement and a plan has to be prepared. 

Your Fine Gael Team in Dublin Mid West: Cllr Vicki Casserly, Cllr. Kenneth Egan, Cllr. Emer Higgins, 
Cllr. William Lavelle, An Tánaiste Frances Fitzgerald, Brian Hayes MEP

New Online Medical Card Application 
System 
In January, Minister Simon Harris launched a new application system 
for medical cards to allow people to apply online. All documents can 
now be submitted digitally through an online system that guides 
applicants, step-by-step through the process. Financial details are 
submitted as part of the application, so you’ll find out straight away 
whether or not you qualify for a medical card. This new online system 
is part of the on-going modernisation of government processes. I 
hope it makes the process quicker and easier for people who are able 
to access this online system. More information can be found on www.
medicalcard.ie 

Do you need an official 
document signed by a Peace 
Commissioner?

I am pleased to announce that I 
have been appointed as a Peace 
Commissioner for Dublin and 
the surrounding counties. I have 
already signed and witnessed a 
number of forms for constituents 
and look forward to continuing 
to assist the community. If you 
need a PC signature for official 
documentation please get in touch.  
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Delivering Local Improvements in 
Lucan
Making small improvements to our area can have a big impact. 
I’ve been pleased to be able to get overgrown shrubbery that was 
hindering footpaths pruned in areas such as Esker Drive, to get new 
LED lighting and a new ramp in Johnsbridge, footpath repairs done 
in the village and to have my idea of an accessible bench installed in 
Griffeen Valley Park. I also got additional lighting and CCTV installed 
at the pedestrian footbridge ramp at Woodview near Tesco’s and 
I’ve asked for footpaths throughout Woodview repaired. I’ve also 
asked for bike rack to be installed at our new playground in Griffeen 
Valley Park. Please keep highlighting issues like this with me as I’m 
always pleased to help whenever I can.

New Chair of  Dublin-Mid Leinster Regional Health Forum
I was delighted to be elected by Councillors from all parties as Chair of the Dublin Mid-Leinster Regional Forum. In this 
role, I lead the Regional Health Forum consisting of over 35 Councillors, senior HSE managers and hospital groups on the 
operation of health, personal and social services. If you have a HSE issue feel free to get in touch. Funding for Local 

Tidy Towns Groups
Congratulations to Lucan Tidy Towns 
who received new funding announced 
by Minister Ring to help them celebrate 
the 60th year of the Tidy Towns 
competition in 2018. Groups like these 
do tremendous work to make Lucan 
village an even better place to live.

€190,000+ Grants Approved For Sports Clubs in 
Lucan
Under the recent Sports Capital Grant announcements, Lucan received funding of €190,000 
for local sports clubs including Lucan Harriers, Esker Celtic, Airlie Heights, Lucan Leisure Centre 
and Lucan Pitch and Putt . A huge amount of work goes in to putting together these detailed 
nominations and we’re extremely lucky to have such committed and talented treasurers and 
volunteers in our local clubs. Well done to everyone involved in the grant application process.

EU Approves Free Interrail Pass Pilot 
Scheme for 18 Year Olds 
Thanks to Brian Hayes and his EPP colleagues, the European 
Parliament has provided funding for 20,000 ‘18th Birthday Interrail 
Pass for Europe’ passes next year. This pilot initiative will enable 
20,000 teenagers from right across the EU to discover new pastures, 
learn about new cultures and visit new places. It’s a great way of 
encouraging young people to broaden their horizons and will help 
hopefully help to build a more inclusive and diverse Europe. The pilot 
scheme will come into effect in 2019. Follow me or Brian Hayes MEP 
on social media to find out more details once they are finalised and 
the scheme is officially opened.

300k Projects Delivered 
As a member of the ‘300k Have Your Say’ Steering Group I’m so pleased 
that so many great projects were delivered for our area. Funding for a 
playground in Waterstown Park has been given the go ahead along with 
seven other local projects. The playground received the most votes out 
of the 17 shortlisted projects and was one of 8 community objectives 
given the green light. The shortlisted projects were voted on by the 
public, allowing the community to have a direct say in how the money 
should be spent. Other projects which will be funded by the €300,000 
Participatory Budget include a feasibility study for the restoration of 
Silver Bridge in Palmerstown, planting of apple trees in Lucan, free 
library book banks in public places, a multi-games wall for Lucan and the 
restoration of King John’s Bridge in Griffeen. The big winner was Lucan 
village whose lighting you’ll have seen over Christmas. I was a very 
proud mam when my son James got to help Mayor Paul Gogarty switch 
on the lights alongside Santa Claus. 

Esker Celtic Crowned 
Winners at the Community 
Endeavour Awards 
I was so proud to be part of Esker Celtic Football for 
All Frame Football initiative and even prouder when 
we won a Community Endeavour Award. A huge 
congratulations to them and to all the winners of 
the Awards. The Award Ceremony is run by the 
Council every year to recognise the invaluable 
contribution of local clubs, groups and volunteers; 
the backbone of our communities. 

Making our Village More Accessible 
As a mum of a young boy with a physical disability making our village more accessible is one of my key priorities. I have 
asked the Council to pilot two inclusion initiatives to support people with visual impairments and those with wheelchair 
permits/Blue Badge Holders. To assist people with visual impairments I’ve asked that as we repair our footpaths we install 
guidance strips along our walkways. The second pilot I want us to run a new text alert initiative in our area to allow people 
to report the misuse of accessible parking bays. I have also asked the Council to purchase a portable accessible bathroom 
that can be used at all Council events for those with physical requirements. 

Cllr. VICKI

CASSERLY

New PRSI Treatment Benefits Available For 
Dental Cleans, Glasses and Hearing Aids 
The range of benefits available to under Treatment Benefit has been increased:

•	 Dental: Full cost of an oral examination per calendar year plus the new 
benefit of a scale and polish.

•	 optical: Full cost of an eyesight test once every two calendar years plus the 
new benefit of one pair of reading and distance spectacles or one pair of bi/
vari- focals or one pair of contact lenses. 

•	 aural: Half the cost of a hearing aid (maximum of €500 per aid) every fourth 
year plus half the cost of repairs (up to a maximum of €100) once every 
fourth year. 

These benefits are available to insured workers or retired people who meet the 
PRSI contribution requirement.
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